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small; but if rich they are demanded in proportion
to the wealth of the householder.
Any action on the part of the political adminis-
trator of the country or of the missionary that is
likely to undermine this need for the Brahman is
resented by the twice-born; who, in self-defence,
is working harder for the preservation of caste
than he has ever worked before. As long as the
Hindu religion lives, so long must caste endure,
and the Brahmans will dominate the masses with
their presumptuous claim to superiority*
Since the time of Manu the four great divisions
have been undergoing a process of splitting up and
subdividing until the divisions are too numerous to
count* In this separation the people have been
influenced by trade rather than by religion* Some
trades being considered more honourable than
others have taken precedence; and such is the
force of example, the members of the more
honourable callings hold themselves rigidly aloof
from religious and social intercourse with the
inferior, as the Brahman himself holds aloof from
the castes of Sudra origin.
In Southern India the Kshattriya or soldier
caste, the Raj any a of the Rig Veda, is not found;
nor is the Vaisya, the merchant caste. Many of